
DBQ Essay Outline—Religions DBQ (August ’10) 
Intro 

Lead 
Historical 
Context 
Topic Sentence 

 

Bullet or Task   
 

How Islam 
spread 
 
 

O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
•Hajj led to flourishing of trade in Islamic societies 
•Large areas of Asia and Africa conquered by 
Muslims  
•Under Muslim rule, people converted because of 
political and economic benefits 
•New converts attracted because of Muslim culture 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
 Doc 1 
•Merchants became carriers of Islam 
•Trade routes exposed societies to influences  
•Religious leaders integrated into African societies 
Doc 3 
•Songhai remodeled by Askia Mohammed  

Bullet or Task   

 
 
Influences 
of Islam on 
Society, 
Economy, 
and/or 
Politics 
 

O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
•Language as a unifying force:  all Muslims must 
read Arabic 
•Preservation and spread of Greek and Roman 
achievements (Socrates, Plato, Aristotle) 
•Adoption and spread of Indian numbers (Arabic 
numerals) 
•Spread of Islamic architecture 
•Establishment of Timbuktu as cultural center of 
Mali Empire by Mansa Musa 
•Inflation during and after Mansa Musa’s hajj 
•Reintegration of Spain into Christian society and 
Reconquista/Inquisition 
•Establishment of Delhi Sultanate by Muslims in 
India 
•Existence of Muslim/Hindu conflicts 
•Destruction of Hindu temples by Muslims 
•Building of mosques on Hindu temple sites 
 
What are the causes and effects? How can this be 
related to historical or modern events/people? Can 
predictions be made based on this?  Do any books, 
music, art relate to the topic? 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Doc 1 
•Muslim religious men pleaded for criminals 
•Mosques became sanctuaries 
Doc 2 
•Spread of art & learning by Muslims 
•Fine centers of Muslim life in Spain 
(marble balconies, courts with waterfalls, bedrooms 
vaulted with stained glass and speckled with gold in 
some Spanish Muslim homes; paved streets and 
lighted roads in Cordova) 
•Teaching poor children in public schools in 
mosques 
•Muslim libraries as excellent areas of learning 
•Achievements in chemistry, astronomy, 
mathematics, and medicine  
Doc 3 
•Introduction of legal and social reforms 
•Appointment of Islamic judges in Songhai 
•Muslim principles of justice 
•Court of Askia Mohammed: highest court of the 
land  



Bullet or Task   

 
How 
Christianity 
spread 
 

O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
•Natives converted by Franciscans 
•Spanish policies enforced and influenced by 
Church officials 
•Priests learned native languages and cultures in 
efforts to convert natives 
•Many conversions forced by conquistadors  
•Spain reintegrated into Christian society with 
Reconquista, adding to missionary zeal 
• Counter-Reformation goal to increase the number 
of Roman Catholics and replace lost membership 
 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Doc 4 
•Belief of Aztecs that Spaniards were sent by Aztec 
gods 
•Spaniards used Aztec belief to introduce Christian 
practices 
Doc 5 
•Native idols and temples destroyed 
•Churches built and used as sites of services and 
fiestas 
•Buildings placed where destroyed native temples 
had been to symbolize and emphasize substitution of 
one religion by the other 

Bullet or Task   

 
Influences 
of 
Christianity 
on Society, 
Economy, 
and/or 
Politics 
 

O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
•Opposition to encomienda system (Bartolomé de 
Las Casas) 
•Burning of ancient Mayan books by priests to 
prevent return to traditional beliefs 
•Encouragement of literacy and spread of Spanish 
language by priests 
•Early use of encomiendas to support churches, 
schools, and missions 
•Adaptations of various forms of indigenous 
religious practices as result of opposition by native 
populations to conversion 
•Changing power and status of Church with Spain’s 
attempts to expand authority over colonial Church 
(development of social class system) 
•Development of liberation theology 
 
What are the causes and effects? How can this be 
related to historical or modern events/people? Can 
predictions be made based on this?  Do any books, 
music, art relate to the topic? 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Doc 5 
•Use of Indian labor for construction labor without 
making payment for services 
Doc 6 
•Dedication of church income and manpower to 
provide education, health care, and relief for the 
poor 
•Using profits of religious orders to finance schools, 
seminaries, and colleges 
•Educational and training fees—paid by wealthy but 
free for the poor 
•Establishment of hospitals, orphanages, shelters 
for homeless girls by some orders 
•Important economic role of church as circulator of 
capital, profit maker, and supplier of social services 



Bullet or Task   

 
How 
Buddhism 
spread 
 

O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
•Asoka encouraged spread of Buddhism 
•Buddhism introduced to China via Silk Roads trade  
•Government patronage encouraged flourishing of 
Buddhism in China and Korea 
•Buddhism encouraged by ruling classes 
•Buddhist temples and pagodas constructed  

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Doc 7 
•Monks urged to travel by Buddha 
•Itinerant monks traveled in company of traders and 
royal emissaries 
•Missionaries traveled to Sri Lanka 

Bullet or Task   

 
Influences 
of 
Buddhism 
on Society, 
Economy, 
and/or 
Politics 
 

O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
•Coexistence with Confucianism and Daoism in 
China and with Shinto in Japan 
•Appeal of simplicity and discipline of Zen Buddhism 
to warrior class in Japan 
•Zen Buddhism as a major component of Bushido 
and feudalism in Japan 
•Role of Buddhism in the development of cultural 
practices (tea ceremony, religious paintings) 
•Opportunities for equality for women in 
monasteries 
•Role of monks in current conflicts (Myanmar, Tibet)  
 
What are the causes and effects? How can this be 
related to historical or modern events/people? Can 
predictions be made based on this?  Do any books, 
music, art relate to the topic? 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Doc 8 
•Enrichment of Korean culture with importing of 
scholarship, arts, science, and technology from 
China, India, and beyond 
•Korean cultural progress in the fields of astronomy, 
mathematics, medicine, architecture, and 
metallurgy (one of oldest astronomical charts, oldest 
astronomical observatory, tumuli, system of doctor 
of medicine) 
Doc 9 
•Japan still stronghold of Buddhist religion 
•New beliefs brought to Japan by Buddhism 
•Buddhism as a carrier of Chinese civilization to 
Japan 
•Buddhism as a major force in Japan’s national 
affairs  

Conclusion  
Topic Sentence 
Restate Historical 
Context 
So What?  (or, 
“Food for 
Thought”) 

 

*If more parts of the task, add row on a back or push conclusion to back.  5 pieces of outside information is ideal for each task.  3 may not be enough and more 
than 7 is probably overkill. 


