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O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
 
Description of Deserts  
Generally little rainfall 
Difference in temperature between day and night 
Adaptation of plants due to desert conditions 
Blinding dust storms from wind turbulence 
Development of trade centers in oases 
Effects of Deserts  
Sahara expanding into Sahel through desertification 
Definition of and causes of desertification (overfarming, 
overgrazing) 
Promotion of a nomadic lifestyle (Bedouins) 
Connection of Nile River civilization to Sahara (need for 
irrigation) 
Rise of kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhai due to 
development of gold-salt trade 
Limited European advances into the region 
Details about regional conflicts (Darfur) 
Attraction of extractive industries due to natural resources 
(oil) 
Effect of sandstorms from Gobi on Beijing, China 
How can this be related to ancient historical 
events/people? Modern Historical events/people?  Can 
predictions be made of what might happen? Do any 
books, music, artworks exist that relate the top? 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
 Description of Deserts  
Doc 1—Desolate landscape 
Most extensive desert in the world 
Varied landscapes ranging from rock formations and 
volcanic peaks to vast stretches of gravelly plains 
and broad belts of shifting sand dunes 
Some vegetation and oases  
Some subterranean water 
Doc 2—More than 3 million square miles in area 
World’s largest desert 
High temperatures during the day (120 degrees 
Fahrenheit) 
Scant supplies of water 
Effects of Deserts  
Doc 1—Possible to gain a livelihood in Saharan oases as 
cultivators or herders 
Doc 2—Until the 7th century, limitations on contacts 
between North Africa and interior by nature of Sahara 
Need for careful planning to journey across the desert 
Adaptation of modes of transportation to climate and 
terrain (camel took the place of the horse) 
Doc 3—Loss of productive land every year as a result of 
Desertification Challenges to governments and aid 
agencies as a result of desertification 
Desertification, a contributing factor in poverty and 
regional conflicts (Sudan) 
Need for settlement and irrigation projects in Egypt to 
create additional living and working space for growing 
population  
Problems from desertification in China (Gobi, Takla 
Makan) 
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O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Description of Monsoons  
Linked to seasonal cycles of 
land/water temperatures 
Variation in strength and intensity 
from year to year 
Changing location and severity of 
winds due to global warming 
Effects of Monsoons  
Association with unique plant and animal species 
Filling of seasonal rivers on Deccan Plateau 
Impact on voyages of exploration (Zheng He, da Gama) 
Significant influence on culture (celebration of arrival of 
lifegiving 
forces of monsoon) 
Late monsoons—a cause of crops wilting and dying 
Drowning of crops due to flooding from monsoons 
Dependence on monsoons to feed large population 
Need for crops that are resistant to droughts and floods 
Need for new energy supplies not dependent on water 
(nuclear) 
Difficulty of delivering relief services during rainy season 
(Bangladesh) 
Cultural diffusion from trade patterns established by 
monsoons 
(spread of Islam and Buddhism) 
Spread of spice trade from Asia to Europe 
How can this be related to ancient historical 
events/people? Modern Historical events/people?  Can 
predictions be made of what might happen? Do any 
books, music, artworks exist that relate the top? 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Description of Monsoons  
Doc 4—Moisture from the Indian Ocean by southwest or 
summer monsoon (rainy season) 
As many as 450 inches of rainful in certain spots along 
west coast and state of Assam with southwest monsoon 
Only 40 to 80 inches average rainfall in interior and along 
east coast with summer monsoon 
About 120 inches of rainfall in northeastern India and in 
Bangladesh during summer monsoon 
Winds that blow for a whole season 
Twice a year occurance 
Little rain from northeast or winter monsoon that blows 
from land to sea in most of subcontinent 
Effects of Monsoons  
Doc 5—Winds from the southwest in January and the 
northeast in July 
Consistently strong winds from one direction for several 
months and then consistently the other way for other 
months 
Doc 5—Dictation of trading schedules by monsoon winds 
Development of trade patterns (better to sail out one 
monsoon season, exchange with intermediaries, and then 
return home with reversal of winds) 
Development of cosmopolitan trade centers (more to do 
with how far one could travel in one sailing season than 
with locally produced goods) 
Doc 6—Disruption of transportation, water mixed with 
sewage, rotting grain, floating carcasses of animals with 
flooding in Varanasi 
Flash floods in Uttar Pradesh 
Rationing of electric power in Trivandrum 
Dwindling of water supplies in reservoirs across India 
Ability to generate electricity by hydropower diminished 
by late monsoons 
Possible negative effects of late rains (interference with 
food production, inflation, increase in prices, influence on 
elections) 
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O.I.(5-7) w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Description of Cold Climates  
Dominant climatic feature of Siberia 
Short summer season in northernmost Siberia 
Polar icecaps, glaciers, sub-arctic temperatures 
Polar desert, tundra, taiga in Siberia 
Effects of Cold Climates  
Russia’s historical search for warm-water port (Peter the 
Great, Catherine the Great) 
Use of Siberia as a place to exile political prisoners 
because of isolation and climate  
Role in defeat of Napoleon by disrupting supply lines 
Role in defeat of Nazis in Leningrad and Stalingrad 
Development of gulags under Stalin that used prisoners  
to extract wealth of Siberia under adverse conditions 
Government policies to encourage settlement of Siberia 
(government subsidies, Trans-Siberian Railway) 
Difficult extraction of resources (coal, diamonds, oil, 
natural gas) 
Frozen rivers much of year (need for advanced 
technology to ship on northern waters) 
Connection of global warming to melting permafrost and 
release of methane gases 
Connection of Arctic gasfields to European consumers 
with Siberian gas pipeline 
How can this be related to ancient historical 
events/people? Modern Historical events/people?  Can 
predictions be made of what might happen? Do any 
books, music, artworks exist that relate the top? 

Doc Info w/ Analysis per part of the Task 
Description of Cold Climates  
Doc 7—Russia 
Largely continental climate because of size and location 
Most land more than 400 kilometers from the sea, center 
3,840 km from the sea contributing to cold winter season 
Blocking of moderating temperatures from Indian and 
Pacific Oceans by mountain ranges 
Lack of topographic protection from Arctic and North 
Atlantic Oceans in European Russia and northern 
Siberia 
Long and severe winters Sharp fluctuations in mean 
summer and winter temperatures 
Regions of permafrost 
Extended periods of darkness 
Effects of Cold Climates 
 Doc 7—Where and how long people live and work 
What kinds and where crops are grown 
No year-round growing season 
Regions of permafrost—buildings constructed on pilings, 
machinery made of specially tempered steel,  
transportation systems engineered to perform reliably in 
extremely low and high temperatures 
Increased demands for energy, health care, and textiles 
Doc 8—Stopping of Nazi Panzers and British Royal Air 
Force by winter during World War II  
Difficult to invade and/or aid Russia because of Old Man 
Winter 
Doc 9—Performance of construction and drilling 
operations only in winter to shield tundra from harm 
Building of roads from ice  
Use of helicopters to bring in equipment and supplies 
when ground thaws 

Conclusion  
Topic Sentence 
Restate Historical 
Context 
So What?  (or, “Food for  
Thought”) 

 

*If more parts of the task, add row on a back or push conclusion to back.  5 pieces of outside information is ideal for each task.  3 may not be enough and more 
than 7 is probably overkill. 


