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Test Structure 
(30% geography)

• 50 multiple choice questions on 
ninth and tenth grade material

• One thematic essay on a broad topic
• Several short answer document-

based questions
• One essay based on the documents



How to Study for the Global 
History and Geography Regents

• Identify your strengths and weaknesses 
and focus your studying on your 
weaknesses

• Know how you learn
• Break up study sessions in small 

chunks of time 



How to Study for the Global 
History and Geography Regents

• Make yourself accountable - have 
someone quiz you

• Use review resources including online 
practice exams and worksheets on the 
RRL website



Multiple Choice Strategies
• Positive/Negative (see website for 

review sheet)
• Go with what you know: look for key 

vocabulary words or people (see 
website for review sheet)

• Word Association (see website for 
review sheet)



Multiple Choice Strategies

• Speaker or Quotation questions
• Process of Elimination
• Fact/Opinion Questions
• Map/Graphs/Charts/Political 

Cartoons



Document Strategies
• Always read the question first
• Read the source of the document
• Read the document with a 

purpose
• Underline the answer within the 

document



Document Strategies
• Answer the question being asked 

using information from the document
• Brainstorm outside information 

related to the subject of the document 
(use: Who? What? When? where? 
Why? How?)

• Be sure to answer ALL the documents 
(even if you don’t use all of them in 
your essay)



Brainstorming Outside 
Information for Documents 

Examples

• Imperialism: definition, “Sun never 
sets on the British Empire”, spheres 
of influence, Boxer Rebellion, Berlin 
Conference, nationalism.



Brainstorming Outside 
Information for Documents 

Examples

• Mongols: largest empire in the world, 
Genghis Khan, Golden Horde, Kublai 
Khan, Marco Polo, trade.

• Middle Ages: feudalism, manor, serfs, 
Roman Catholic Church, Crusades, 
The Canterbury Tales



Writing Essay Strategies:
Thematic Essay

• Read the task carefully & be sure 
what is being asked

• Make a chart or a graphic organizer 
based on the task

• Brainstorm using question words 
(Who? What? When? Where? Why? 
How?)



Writing Essay Strategies:
Thematic Essay

• Write your essay based on your chart 
(check off chart)

• Reread your work.  Be sure you have 
answered all aspects of the task.  
Look to add additional information. 
Proofread your work. 



Thematic Essay

• Political, economic and social 
conditions have often let to turning 
points that have changed the course 
of history for nations and peoples. 



Thematic Essay

• Identify three turning points from 
your study of global history and for 
each
– Describe the causes and key events 

that led to the turning point
– Explain how each turning point changed 

the course of history for nations and 
peoples.  



End of absolute 
monarchy, democratic 
ideas, nationalism 
increases

Poor leadership of 
Louis XVI, Unfair 
taxation, ideas of 
Enlightenment, 
Example of American 
Revolution

1789 French 
Revolution

Reunification of 
Germany, democratic 
Germany, economic 
troubles

Western pressure in 
Cold War, Gorbachev’s 
leadership, Glasnost

1989 Fall of 
Berlin Wall

Legal segregation 
ends, international 
sanctions removed, 
investment increases, 
Mandela elected first 
black president in 1994

International pressure, 
growing black unrest 
and strength of ANC, 
Mandela’s leadership

1990 End of 
Apartheid

Explain 
change

Causes /
Events

Turning Point
Theme: Turning Points



Essay Writing Strategies: DBQ Essay

• Read the task carefully and be sure what is 
being asked. 

• Make a chart or graphic organizer based on 
the task and what you know about it. Be sure 
to brainstorm here.

• Identify which documents you intend to use 
to support your ideas.



Essay Writing Strategies: DBQ Essay
• Write your essay based on your chart.

BE SURE TO INCLUDE OUTSIDE 
INFORMATION RELATING TO THE TOPIC
(I suggest underlining this information) as 
well as information from the documents.  
Don’t forget to cite your documents using 
enclosures [i.e.,(doc. 3)]

• Reread your work.  Be sure you have 
answered all aspects of the task and have 
used the required number of documents.  
Look to add any additional relevant 
information. Proofread your essay.



Final Tips

• Have confidence you can do this
• Prepare using effective studying 

strategies: Get quizzed by someone
• Eat before the exam.
• Bring pens with you to the exam



Final Tips

• Relax and do the best you can
• Look at the essays first and 

brainstorm
• Do the questions you know first
• Check your work
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